September 17, 2015

NO SHUTDOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. NOLAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker and Mem-
bers of the House, we have 6 legislative
days until the Government of the
United States shuts down for lack of
funding.

Why? It is because the Republican
leadership here in the House has failed
to bring forth critical appropriations
bills to fund the government. As a re-
sult of that, we are faced with the need
to pass a continuing resolution to fund
the government; yet we have leading
Members of the Congress here threat-
ening to shut down the government
rather than to put forth on the House
of Representatives here a bipartisan
bill for a continuing resolution to fund
the government.

Instead, we have partisan after par-
tisan after partisan legislative meas-
ures brought before the House here
under closed rules that the leadership
knows isn’t going to go anywhere, but
it is introduced for the perceived no-
tion of partisan gain.

The hard simple truth is that the
American people want the Congress to
put their partisanship aside and to go
to work, start fixing things, finding
common ground, rebuilding the middle
class, creating jobs, and restoring the
American Dream. They surely don’t
want another government shutdown
that puts people’s jobs, families, our
government, and our national security
at risk.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the
House, the Congress of the United
States needs to come to Washington
and to go to work. If the Congress
doesn’t do its job and get its work
done, then Congress shouldn’t get paid.
The working men and women of Amer-
ica don’t get paid when they don’t
come to work, why should the Congress
get paid?

That is why I have introduced the No
Government No Pay Act to prohibit
Members of Congress from getting paid
during a shutdown of the Congress’ own
creation—because people in this coun-
try, they don’t want a shutdown.

They want to see the Congress go to
work, find common ground, fix things,
get things done, rebuild America with
a transportation bill, not another kick-
the-can-down-the-road, short-term fix.
They want jobs with good-paying bene-
fits, not a Trans-Pacific Partnership
agreement that sends their good-pay-
ing jobs overseas.

The American people want accessible
health care for our veterans, as indeed
they should be receiving, not a trip to
“kingdom come’ every time a veteran
needs some medical care.

The American people, they want to
see protection from Social Security
and for Medicare and the recognition
these are not entitlements, that these
are benefits that people worked hard
for and started paying for the first day
that they ever went to work. They
surely don’t want to see those benefits
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turned over to Wall Street and to the
big insurance companies.

Mr. Speaker and Members of the
House, if the Congress doesn’t go to
work, it shouldn’t get paid.

More importantly, the Congress
needs to go to work and bring these
measures under open rules before the
full House of Congress because that is
how you find common ground, that is
how you get things done, that is how
you fix things in America.

The American people want it; they
deserve it, and they have every right to
expect it.

————————

PROTECTING LIFE BY DEFUNDING
PLANNED PARENTHOOD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, like the majority of the
American people, I was disgusted and
angered by the recent videos showing
Planned Parenthood officials appar-
ently willing to sell the tissues and or-
gans of aborted babies. That is right; I
said ‘‘babies,”” not a glob of tissue as
some would suggest.

I have always been unapologetically
pro-life, and the mere thought of such
horrific actions is beyond words. That
is why I come to the floor today to
urge my colleagues to support the
Defund Planned Parenthood Act, which
will cut all Federal funding for
Planned Parenthood until the House
conducts a complete and full investiga-
tion into the organization’s abortion
practices.

I am also pleased that this legisla-
tion will reallocate Federal funds cur-
rently being used to fund Planned Par-
enthood’s abortion services to commu-
nity health centers and other clinics
that help provide preventative care to
women without performing abortions.

Women’s health is extremely impor-
tant, and it is my belief that the fund-
ing currently being used to fund
Planned Parenthood’s abortion agenda
will be better used by helping our local
clinics provide vital women’s health
services without promoting the mali-
cious practice of abortion.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the ma-
jority of my constituents in the Third
Congressional District of West Virginia
want to see a culture of life promoted
in Washington, not a culture of bar-
barity and lack of respect of life.

My constituents deserve to know
that their taxpayer dollars are going to
organizations that represent their val-
ues and beliefs, not to organizations
that are determined to push their own
agenda that goes against the will of the
American people.

I urge my colleagues to support the
passage of Defund Planned Parenthood
Act of 2015 and to promote the sanctity
of life and listen to the American peo-
ple and my constituents when they say
they have had enough of their hard-
earned tax dollars being spent to pro-
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mote Planned Parenthood’s pro-abor-
tion agenda.

——
PLANNED PARENTHOOD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. VEASEY) for 56 minutes.

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address a very important
issue that continues to trouble the
American people, and that is the Re-
publican obsession of denying a woman
and families’ access to certain
healthcare services like birth control.

Republicans’ outdated views on fam-
ily planning do nothing to empower
women and nothing for families in
their success in the 21st century. The
latest round in the Republicans’ battle
against women’s access to health care
is, yet again, an attempt to eliminate
Federal funding for Planned Parent-
hood.

This debate has been riddled with lies
and deliberate misinformation de-
signed to shock the American people,
while needlessly demonizing one of the
Nation’s leading women’s healthcare
providers.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is time that
we talk about a few things and clear up
some issues and talk about the facts in
this. Since its inception, Planned Par-
enthood has empowered millions of
women nationwide by providing afford-
able access to contraception. Cutting
off funding would cripple Planned Par-
enthood’s ability to provide this cru-
cial service for our Nation’s women.

The two primary sources of Federal
funding for Planned Parenthood come
from two programs, Medicaid and Title
X Family Planning. These programs
were created as a safety net to provide
low-income individuals with access to
critical medical services that they
would otherwise be forced to forego due
to their high cost, such as birth con-
trol.

Together, these programs account for
over 40 percent of Planned Parent-
hood’s operating budget. Stripping
these dollars would severely decrease
Planned Parenthood’s ability to pro-
vide care for 2.7 million people that
they serve every year.

Let me tell you what this means.
This means millions of the Nation’s
poor women would not only be at risk
of losing affordable contraceptive serv-
ices and counseling, but also their ac-
cess to breast and cervical cancer
screenings, as well as testing and treat-
ment for STDs.

It is important to understand that,
for those who are uninsured, this is the
only way to get this lifesaving care.
This would mean 400,000 fewer pap
smears for women, 500,000 fewer breast
exams, and 4.5 million fewer STD tests
and treatments nationwide.

Let me be clear. It is not just Demo-
crats’ districts that will be affected. If
you go outside of the Dallas/Fort
Worth metroplex, these smaller cities
and suburban areas and rural areas,
those are Republican districts; they
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